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HOUSING FORUM QUESTIONS 
The following is a list of questions submitted by people registered to attend the forum, covering a range of concerns held by local consumers, carers and service providers.

1: As a housing provider (not supported accommodation) how do we link our tenants to supports to help sustain their tenancies?  Housework and general hygiene is often beyond their capabilities but an essential part of sustaining a successful tenancy.

2: What housing supports are there for the cohort of young people leaving care and transitioning to adult mental health services?
3: What is the progress of non-clinical psychiatric community support services in this state?

4: There is an enormous gap in the provision of trans-cultural mental health care in this state? What are the future plans (if any) for addressing this issue?

5: Please define what the department means by the term ‘psychiatric disability’?

6: What are the different housing and support options currently available to consumers?

7: What housing and support options need to be addressed for the future?

8: What specific resources are available (within what scope of service modeling), inclusive of attention on housing options for Aboriginal people impacted by MH issues? 

Issues may include

Respite for consumers / family members

Medium term accommodation for Aboriginal persons undertaking psychiatric services (transitional - consumers moving from acute institutional to community - inclusive of regional SA, and family wanting to travel to be with family members requiring metropolitan services )

9: What processes have been or will be undertaken to ensure an equitable share of attention is placed on housing for Aboriginal people impacted by MH issues? 

Issues may include

Respite for consumers / family members

Medium term accommodation for Aboriginal persons undertaking psychiatric services (transitional - consumers moving from acute institutional to community - inclusive of regional SA, and family wanting to travel to be with family members requiring metropolitan services )

10: Is Kanter's model of case management still being used in mental health?

11: How is SA attracting professionals to work in mental health?

12: Is today mental health still the poor cousin of physical health?

13: What measures are being taken to provide community (non-hospital) support services for mental health sufferers to prevent hospital admissions?

14: In particular, what support services are being offered, or are planned to be offered, to sufferers and their families in remote areas of the State?

15: How can we genuinely find solutions which provide a range of housing options with integrated health and social services for Aboriginal people exiting prison?

16:  Concern is raised re hostel accommodation for people with a psychiatric disability - poor accommodation, poor facilities, poor food. How to regulate and quality assure?

17: What support services are available for young people aged 15-18 who suffer from a mental illness, and are trying to move from public to private housing?

18: Are organisations interested in forming a network so that young people they are dealing with are able to access a greater number of services?

19: Continued reform for the SRF sector. 50 % of people accessing this accommodation have mental illness.

20: Will funding become available for suitable accommodation for people with chronic mental illnesses and co-morbidities, such as chronic medical conditions, and/or severe mental disabilities?

21: Is clustered housing being considered as a viable option for people with chronic mental illnesses?

22: Why is it that community accommodation focuses on individual accommodation (one person, one house) for people with a chronic mental illness when humanity is a communal being and sharing accommodation is preferred by most people?

23: I am interested in housing for forensic patients.  It is very difficult to find appropriate housing for our patients and many organisations such as palm lodge - who are set up for people like ours - knock them back.  What are other options available to us?

24: What screening/support is being looked at or being implemented in regards to housing trust tenants in the community

25: Glenside Hospital contains a number of heritage listed buildings, many of which are quite large and which are standing empty. Why haven't some of these buildings been converted to housing for Mental Health Patients?

26: What plans are being considered for future accommodation in Glenside Hospital?

27: Numerous attempts to improve working relationships between social housing providers and mental health services have been unsuccessful in truly integrating housing and support for people with psychiatric disabilities - why and what strategies might address this ongoing issue?

28: What consideration (resource and support/care models) is to be given to the increasingly complex and challenging range of people with behavioural issues (often drug or alcohol induced) who currently do not fit under the umbrella of mental health services, falling through support/service gaps? 

29: What consideration is to be given to resourcing ongoing outreach support to assist clients in sustaining housing tenancies? This is a large gap in the current system and while complex (given that clients may be asymptomatic and refuse support), contributes to both tenancy failure and poor community connectedness. 

30: Rural and regional SA often miss out on services which tend to go to the larger population bases.  How can this be rectified to be inclusive of all SA?
31: How can consumers influence govt. and NGO to provide the types of housing they want and where they want them?
32: The issue of people who have physical disabilities, who are developing psychiatric disabilities - depression and anxiety, PTSD etc is growing; do housing organisations for those with mental illness/psych dis. consider the issue of physical access to housing?

33: Do the MH Housing Orgs provide information to tenants or potential tenants about Adaptable Housing or 'Housing for Life' options?

34: Why is a Mental Health Consumer, put to the end of the line, when trying to obtain S.A. Housing Trust Accommodation?  

35: Is there any support organization that can help Mental Health Consumers in obtaining Accommodation.

36: What is the envisioned wait time, for M.H. Consumers, in gaining Accommodation?

37: Why don't we have enough specially dedicated supported housing available for the mentally ill -- different types for different stages of illness, staffed appropriately]?
38: Why don't we have an appropriate standard for SRFs [ie at least as good as the aged care model]?

39: Why don't we have an effective audit system for SRFs [eg the "public visitor" system used in other states, or the Sandra Kanck model]? 
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